Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 294 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; R factor = 0.055; wR factor = 0.136; data-to-parameter ratio = 15.3.
In the sulfone molecule of the title compound, C 12 H 12 N 2 O 2 SÁ-C 2 H 3 N, the two benzene rings are oriented at a dihedral angle of 80.69 (3) . Weak intramolecular C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds result in the formation of two five-membered rings, which both have envelope conformations. In the crystal structure, intermolecular N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds link the molecules. Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). The title compound, (I), is used for preparing diimide-dicarboxylic acid (Yang et al., 2003) and corresponding truncated dyes analogs of Congo red (Rudyk et al., 2003) . As part of our studies in this area, we report herein the synthesis and crystal structure of the title compound, (I).
Related literature
In the molecule of (I) (Fig. 1) , the bond lengths (Allen et al., 1987) and angles are within normal ranges. The asymmetric unit also contains one acetonitrile solvent molecule. Rings A (C1-C6) and B (C7-C12) are, of course, planar and they are oriented at a dihedral angle of A/B = 80.69 (3)°. The weak intramolecular C-H···O hydrogen bonds (Table 1) (i) x + 1/2, y, 1/2 -z; (ii) 1/2 -x, y -1/2, z] link the molecules (Fig. 2) , in which they may be effective in the stabilization of the structure.
Experimental
The title compound, (I), was prepared according to the literature method (Ayyangar et al., 1981) . Crystals suitable for X-ray analysis were obtained by dissolving (I) (0.2 g) in acetonitrile (25 ml) and evaporating the solvent slowly at room temperature for about 7 d.
Refinement
H atoms were positioned geometrically, with N-H = 0.86 Å (for NH 2 ) and C-H = 0.93 and 0.96 Å for aromatic and methyl H, respectively, and constrained to ride on their parent atoms with U iso (H) = xU eq (C,N), where x = 1.5 for methyl H, and x = 1.2 for all other H atoms.
Figures Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title molecule, with the atom-numbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 50% probability level. Hydrogen bonds are shown as dashed lines.
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Data collection
Enraf-Nonius CAD-4 diffractometer R int = 0.0000
Radiation source: fine-focus sealed tube θ max = 25.1º
Monochromator: graphite θ min = 1.9º 
